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MCB 53 Alumni Association 

 
President  

 

John Scheer 

(913) 240-5026 

johnmscheer@icloud.com  
 

 

Secretary/Publicity  

Roney Steele 

5712 Keystone St. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19135 

(215) 535-5010 
 

 

Pro Tem Treasurer  

John Scheer 

(913) 240-5026 

johnmscheer@icloud.com  
 
 

 

 

Historian 

F. Juckem Jr. 

4424 Bellgrove Lane 

Madison, WI. 53704 

608-279-4746  

 

 
 

 

  web site: www.mcb53.com 

 

    Officers/Directors  2025 

 
By-Laws  

Gary Wells 

(570) 262-2600 

 

 
 

Contact  

Karl Schilling 

(515) 256-3866 
 

K.Schilling@mchsi.com  

 

 
 

Life Membership   

Michael Craparo 

(914) 202-7643 

MJChief@optonline.net  

 
 

Chaplin 

C. Anderson 

763-552-1229 

 

 
 

Service Officer  

John Scheer 

(913) 240-5026 

johnmscheer@icloud.com  

  
 

Beeline Publisher 

“Bernie” 

The glass is not 

half full or empty, 

be happy you have 

a glass 
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 NAME 
 
SPOUSE/GUEST  
 
ADDRESS   
 
CITY_________________ STATE_________ ZIP_______  
 

PHONE (____) ____________email 
 
ARRIVAL DATE__________ DEPARTURE DATE_________ 

 
ACTIVITY COST         NO.            AMOUNT 
   P/P       PEOPLE 
Wed/ April 30 – Check In REUNION REGISTRATION FEE
 $35.00_________ $_________ 

 
Thurs. May 1 – World War I Museum 
   & Steamboat Arabia  
     (Lunch on your own) 
 $50.00_________ $_________ 
 
Fri. May 2 Tour of Fort Leavenworth$26.00_________ $_________ 
   Lunch (on your own) at Frontier Conference 

       Center   
 6:00 pm Dinner and Special Guests 
 at the Heritage Center $25.00_________   $_________ 
 
Sat. May 3 – AM Business Meeting 
6:00 PM  Banquet, Prime Rib Dinner $45.00_________   $_________ 
                             OR 
                    Chicken Dinner $40.00_________   $_________   Prime Rib -                 $ 45.00          ________     $________ 
 

 Amount Sent _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

Make check payable to MCB-53 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Mail check to:  John Scheer, 1917 Thornton St., 
Leavenworth, KS  66048 (913-240-5026) 
 

Print/Fill Out & Return (before March28, 2025) This Form and check  
 
Hotel- Home2 Suites by Hilton, 250 Delaware Street, Leavenworth. You may 
call 913-651-8600 or access their website to complete your reservation.   
Please be sure to mention our group “SEABEE NAVY GROUP” to get the 
preferred room rate of $126.00 per night plus taxes. Free breakfast daily at 
the Hotel or on your own.  Hotel Registration must be completed by 
March 29, 2025 to obtain the Group Room Rate. 
 

MCB53 Reunion 2025 
Welcome to Leavenworth, Kansas 

THE FIRST  CITY OF KANSAS 
How to arrive in Leavenworth 

For those of you flying into Kansas City International Airport (MCI) 
Transportation is available by rental car, UBER, taxi.  We recommend 
you check out 5 Guys Transportation.  (phone #816-891-9999) 
(5GuysTransportation.com)  This company meets you at your arrival 
gate, handles luggage, brings you to the hotel, then when you are 
ready to depart they will pick you up at the hotel and deliver you to the 
Security Area. All for one price. 
Hotel 

Home2 Suites by Hilton, 250 Delaware Street, Leavenworth. You may 
call 913-651-8600 or access their website to complete your 
reservation.   Please be sure to mention our group “SEABEE NAVY 
GROUP” to get the preferred room rate of $126.00 per night plus 
taxes. Free breakfast daily at the Hotel or on your own.  Hotel 
Registration must be completed by March 29, 2025 to obtain the 
Group Room Rate. 
 
Thursday, May 1, 

9:00 am load tour bus for trip to the World War I Museum 
12:00 lunch on your own at the Downtown Market then to the 
Steamboat Arabia Museum located nearby. 
Arrive in Leavenworth by 6:00 pm and dinner on your own. 
Friday,  May 2   (photo identification is required) 

9:00 am depart by tour bus for Fort Leavenworth. View the oldest 
active military post west of the Mississippi River. 
Lunch on your own at the Solarium Buffet at the Frontier Conference 
Center.  1:30 depart for a tour of the Command & General Staff 
College. 
 6:00 pm Dinner and Special Guests at the Heritage Center. 
Saturday, May 3 

10:00 – 12:00 Association Business Meeting in the Hospitality Room 
For the Ladies there is lots of shopping in downtown Leavenworth 
within walking distance of the Hotel. 
6:00 pm Banquet at the Riverfront Community Center. 
Sunday, May 4 
Hotel check out and goodbyes until we meet again. 
Notes: 
The Heritage Center and the Riverfront Community Center are within easy 
walking distance of the Hotel. 
 



Garland Max Waite, 93, of Poplar 
Bluff, passed away Saturday, April 
24, 2021. He worked in 
construction as a heavy 
equipment operator.   Max’s 
favorite past times were visiting 
the local coffee shop, playing 

cards, watching westerns and listening to country 
music from the Grand Ole Opry.   

 

Ronald Jay Bush Sr., 77, passed 
away on Thursday, December 15, 
2022. He was born on December 
20, 1944 in El Campo, Texas to Elta 
Mae and John Bush. He was a very 
proud Veteran, having served 4 

years of active duty, including 2 deployments to 
Vietnam with the MCB53 Seabees. He then 
served with the NMCB 28 Seabee Reserves for 22 
years before retiring from his military career. He 
also retired from Sears & Roebuck where he 
worked for over 20 years and retired from the 
Texas Highway Department after several years of 
service. Ronald Jay Bush Sr. Obituary - Houston, 
TX (dignitymemorial.com)  
 

BUC Gayle Ford passed away 2024. Member D 
Company ’69 tour. 
 

 

William Alfred Simmons Jr.  William Alfred 
Simmons Jr. Obituary | The Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette - Arkansas' Best News 
Source (arkansasonline.com)  

William A. Simmons Jr, age 
87, passed away on 
December 11, 2023, in 
Conway, Arkansas. After 
losing both his parents at a 

very young age, Bill was raised by his Aunt Annie 
Scott in Greenville, N.C. Bill received an 
appointment to the Naval Academy in Annapolis 
and was commissioned into the Navy Civil 
Engineer Corps upon his graduation in 1958. Bill 
then earned a Bachelor of Civil Engineering 
degree from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and 
a Master of Civil Engineering from Stanford 
University. Bill served 23 years in the Navy as a 
'Seabee' he served with MCB-71 and MCB-53. Bill 
was later the commanding officer for MCB-1, 
serving Guam and Cuba, 
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Greetings,  

The reunion for 2025 (April 30 to May 4) is firmed up. 

John and Linda Scheer have put together a great itinerary that has 
the bonus of being centrally located. Maximum opportunity for 
maximum participation. 

The number one headache, for sponsors of reunions, is getting 
timely commitments of attendance. Timely commitments smooth 
out lodging, on site transportation, dining reservations, tour 
reservations, on and on. Please help our Battalion practice 
preventative medicine (so John and Linda will not require meds), by 
sending in your reservation forms and checks in a timely manner. 

Health and Peace to all 

Enjoy the Good Life 

Bernie 



 
 
LIFE MEMBER 
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              2025 MCB 53 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES INVOICE 

                            

     Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
    Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
    City: __________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________ 
      
       (email) :                      

                                                                                                 Dues amount enclosed: _____________ 
     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

John Scheer, Treasurer 
1917 Thornton Street 

Leavenworth, KS.  66048 
 

              2025 MCB 53 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES INVOICE 

                            

     Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
    Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
    City: __________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________ 
      
       (email) :                      

                                                                                                 Dues amount enclosed: _____________ 
     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

John Scheer, Treasurer 
1917 Thornton Street 

Leavenworth, KS.  66048 
 


