F







AUGUST 1969

CAMP HASKINS NORTH, DANANG, RVN

PAGE 3

What’'s Cooking, Brother?

Jamed Itcgtl and John Oaks, both {first closs commissarymen,
4 Logetheanedd Lhat counts, even when Lf comed Lo

believe Lt
Lesting a pan of beans,
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EX05 P-35.
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For the fourth time in
their military careers James
and John Oaks, both first
class commissarymen, are
cooking chow together again.
James roestablished their
partnership when he joined
his twin brother John serv-
ing with MCB-53 in Juna,
19689.

The two started their car-
eors in' 1951 as cooks for
the 1l63lst Airbase Squadron
stationed in Prestwick,
Scotland. But in January,
1956, they decided to switch
to the Navy "just ¢to try
somathing different,”™ =said
brother John. And so from
1956 to 1957 they served on
the USS Mispillion, an auxi-
liary oiler, and then the
normal rotation of sea and
shore duty took them apart.

A mpecial requeat chit
brought tha brothers back
together again in 1962 with
MCB-4, and thay cooked with
that battalion until being
geparated again in 1965. A=
nother chit brought them to-
gather with MCB-53 where
John is presently the Senicr
Commissaryman and James is a
galley watch captain.

KEEP YOUR MEMORY STRONG

BUY A CRUISEBIK
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AWARDS

CAMP HASKINS NORTH, DARANG, RVN

CEREMONIES

A total of 28 MCB-53 Sea-
bees received awards or med-
als in two awards ceremonies
held at Camp Haskins North
on June 8 and July 13, 1969.

The Meritorious Unit Com-
mandation was awarded to LT
Joseph B. Green of Darien,
Connecticut, "for meritori-
ous service from 1 May 1964
to 1 March 1967 in the oper-
ation, modification, and
support of the Nuclear Power
Plant...at McMurdo Station,
Antarctica. During this per-
iod, the Navy MNuclear Fower

Unit aeffected extensive
plant modifications, plant
redesign work, and changes

in operation procedures....”

Presented the COMSUBLANT
commendation was GM3 Robert
F. Bardecki from New Haven,
Michigan, for services rend-

ered while serving aboard
the USS Simon Lake. "As
supporting tender for the

nine Polaris submarines at-
tached to Submarine Sguadron
Fourteen, USS Simon Lake..
has distinguished herself by
the timely completion of
sixty Fleet Ballistic Mig-
sile submarine refits resul-
ting in the on-schedule de-
ployment of all supported
submarines throughout a two
year pariod.”

Utz P.P. Mazeika--Letlex of

Appreciation Jox work done
on Date Procedsing Building
at FLC. The award wal phe-

dented by CAPT C.G. Millen,
CBPAC Chief Staff O0fdicea,
who was vissting CLhe battal-
ion at the time.

CES J.A. Fogle--Let-
Lex of Appreciation
iqt Libeaty Baldge
fghting project

==Vietnamese
of Gallantry

BU P.L. Littlefletd
Caods

cus C.P. Ladadillono--Fixst Good
Conduct Award

BUZ Dana L. Littlefield
from Centerville, Massachu-
setts, was awarded the Viat-
namese Cross of Gallantry
for "his courage and techni-
cal knowledge displayed in
building and defending the
Ammi Pontoon Bridge over the
Perfume River at Nam Hoa."

Good Conduct Awards for
"fidelity, =zeal, and obedi-
ance"” were received by BUCS
Jack E. Burgess, his fourth
award; EOC David L. Delong,
his third award; BM1 Robert
Malkowski, his fourth award;
5K2 Richard E. Lee, his
third award; DTl Larzy BE.
McCullough, his second a-
ward; CMl Patrick R. Vaugh-
an, his first award, BEO2
Donald L. Peters, his first
award; and CM3 C.P. Ladril-

lono, his firat award.
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April and May also brought
two Seabee of the Month a-

wards and one Petty Officer
of the Month award. April's
Seabee of the Month was CMCH
J.A. Sanborn from Salem,
Masgachusetts, for his
“tireless eofforts and high
gquality work." The Petty Of-

ficer of the Month for May
was CE2 R.D. Tansley from
Saginaw, Michigan, for hias

"superior porformance and
leadership.” Petty Officer
Tansley was in charge of the
Bravo Company Electric Shop.

"For his untiring efforts
and hard work in becoming a

CAMP HASKINS NORTH, DANANG, RVN

CEZ R.D. Tensley--
Hay's Pcttz Officen
of Lthe Momt

GM3 R.F. Baadecki--COMSUBLANT

Bl R. Malkowski--
Fouxth Good Conduct
Awasxd

competent MRS (scraper) o-
perator,® EOCN R.A. Gray
from Bessier City, Louisi-
ana, was named May's Seabee
cf the Month.

A letter of appreciation
was awarded to EO2 J.M.
Goodknight from Jackson-
ville, Florida, for his work
while on temporary duty at
the U.S. HNaval Air Station
at Patuxent River, Maryland.

Latters of appreciation
were also awarded to CE2
J.5. Scruggs, CE2 G.W.
purch, CE3 E.R. Diez, and
CE3 J.A. Fogle for work they
did on the lighting project
at the Liberty Bridge.

Unit Commendation

Ten MCB-53 Seabees also
received letters of appreci-
ation from BGEN J.A. Feelay,
Commanding General of the
Force Logistics Command, for
their persistence and ingen-
uity in building the new Da-
ta Procesasing Center at FLC.

They are 202 J.E. Hardi-
gree from Bethlehem, Geor-
gia; EOC R.H. McKenzie from
Quonset Point, Rhode Island;
CEC J.H. Cerminaro from Car-
bondale, Pennsylvania; CEl
B.E. Brooks from Dillwyn,
Virginia; UOTl J.A. Kelley
from Elwood, New Jersey; UT2
P.D. Mazeika from Worcester,
Hdassachusetts; CE2 G.T. Wel-
lag from Mount Top, Pennsyl-
vania; BUl W.S. Kelley from
Winchaster, Pennsylvania;
and BUl R.E. Ousley from
Fhiladelphia, Pennsylvania.

s e e ——— g (| ecREET P ]
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FINISHING UP

FREEDOM HILL

Although their patience
and ingenuity were often
heavily taxed, a crew of 65
man from MCB-53 finished the
reconstruction of a 20 lane
bowling alley and a Red
Cross Center at Freedom Hill
on July 12, six wecks after
beginning the job. The buil-
dings were part of the Free-
dom Hill complex near DaNang
that received the brunt of
an ammo dump explosion late
in April.

Perhaps the most taxing of

the bulldings was the bowl-
ing alley--a structure made
by joining three Butler

buildings. Because tho crews
wanted to save as much of
the old structure as possi-
ble, thay found themselves
doing more patching than
building, at least during
the early part of recons-
truction. A crew of steel-

/
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fice woak

Two buildess nail plywood sheetfs Lo a 2"

AUGUST 1969

X 4" lat-

in the bowling alley while another caew

membexr checks the (it of an air corditioning duct.

The entixe
.

Butle

workers under SWi M.E. An-
derson often had to move in
a crane to hold up part of
tha roof while the men re-
moved a twisted structural
member from the =side and
bolted a new one into place.

Before ‘they were through
tha men had replaced 10% of
all =tructural members, B80%
of the bents supporting the
roof, 50% of tha purlina and
100% of the tin roofing and
siding.

AS BOON as the stealwork-
ers were far encugh along,
BUOlL L.W. Garden and his
began the second stage of
reconstruction. wWere
required to install a mas-
sive drop ceiling that cov-
ored an arosa of 14,000
square feet. For this spoac-
ial jocb the men ran metal
rods down from the purlina
and then attached a 2" X 4"

They

A Baave Company
W aaps Lnsul-
afion around a
huge aiax condi-
f-’.;.‘rtq_!:._;l duct JLn
the bowling al-
Ly,

cacw

crew

celling
bullding strucluxe.

was hung from purxlimi in the

lattice work. Quarter inch
plywocod sheets were nailed
to the lattice work to pro-

vide
tical

backing for the acous-
tile.

Finding the right building

materials

man.

also plagued the
When no acoustical tile

could ba cbtained in the Da-

Wang area,

JuHs
tor,

for instance, EOC
the MLD expedi-
down to Saigon,

Lowis,
flaw

loaded the tile onto a plane

and

accompanied it back to

DaNang--all in the same day.

Likewisa, whan the proper
r%dgu capping for the buil-
dings could not be found,

the
by

gquired
Construction

And

mora
cove
stru
twis
ling
tin

numb

foot.

crows
bending

from

had to improvise
sheet motal ac-
the 3rd Naval
Brigade vyard.
they had to do a little
hunting when they dis-
red that some of tha new
ctural members woere
tod from all the hand-
and that some of the
roofing had the wrong
ar of

corrugaticons per
But patience

and a
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s ! COL W, Biehl, Jr. lata-
-"i rding, £eft) Special Sen-
4 vices Ofdficer fdox 111

MAF, presents a centlfd-

cafe of apprcclation Lo
COR R.K. Millex |szand-
{ng, ndght), LL'FQﬂdtﬂﬂ
Officex of MHCB-53, (o
Lhe batffalion's “*4~atan~
ding recondtruction of
the Facedom HIELL comp-
Lex.® The ceatificate waa
{ssued by LT GEN H. Niek-
exson, Ju, |sgated {mmpd-
iately behind CDR MiftLex)
Thaough MCB-53"4 £-
forLs ., K¢ d the hir_: n
"the axeconsfruetion pro
a ..p(‘ pace
fex wad acop-
k Lesd Lime
T

(n
L IF.| [l

oW

ceeded
and the
ened in
than oxig

poasdble

C
omp
fa
tnally <Lhought

>t~

C LJ. LL.dL'l oR
the men fon th

[

also praldec
ing tht theix work g%
tied. DPuxing <Lhe ceaemony RADM
the &decond Hom behind COL Biehl),
L
RA

-
L
i
o
[

(]

%

- e
L,

que ZLaisk of condla uu(t#; th
tem.™ Also ar t#t cex
d Cc*maudca

in Asecond aow),
on Lthe {ax

mony wad
NSA
kight.

a ']
Squinting foe avodld
§lying painf, a Red 1AL MAR DIV, ia
Caoss workea adds a K
feminine <Louch Lo a
wall In one of the

Red Cross buil'ings. St i i o

tle trouble obtaining ply-
wood and 2™ X 4"s for the
two bulildings, they did run
into a snag in repairing the

wall stocked brigade
pravailed.
The elephant hut and frame

yard

buildin T O P T coramic tile floors. Falling
Rod Cragﬂ qut;r prngided debris had shattered many of
fewer difficulties but were Ch¢ 01d tllﬂz* and millitacy
challenging nonetheless. The SOUICes could come u?.”lih
huxld‘rgn were damaged so nothing to match. But final-
S o ™3 T . X =
severely that MCB-53 Crews ly UT2 L.L. Beckett, an as
under BUl R.E. Ousley dJust sistant MLO expeditor, dizc-
Sare T thas T idoan undtatigt}d evered a Vietnamese source
all uv;r “*n the old thrdﬁ- that could supply the men
TR g e et e e iR with the 200 red and 150
b&iidi"éri-a 40" T“Bu."vgt grean tiles that they need-
ings--3 x re- 7
craation hall and a 40' X i bl .
100" office bu:1£i=¢ with ' a When most gf the construc-
sl :Qb' and ‘Jéil'é‘-" tion was finished, some of
?;i hgu:“1:1 cof f uu.an& E;: the girls that work at the
o iy T s Red Cross Center decided it
ki was their turn to play Sea-
} e pface the aix condildoned

cusdfomend .,

AN

¢:aan and

edit on MCEB-53'as

Dillon,
‘anﬂLntcd that
¢ buildings around an adix
PM E.FP
PaNang.

A "enlhu

J‘G.

. -

of puapose” add-
professdonal ablili-
Commander Sxd NCB (seated in
MCB-53 was given the undi-

dedication

Bonnex (Lo LT GEN Nickerson's Left

MAJ GEN Simpson, Commanding Genezal

bee. On their own they work=-
ed out a color scheme, pro-
cured some paint d began
painting their two build-
ings. Seabee observers des-
cribed both the girls and
their color scheme as "in-
terosting.”

_,p"‘_-'d"‘hn

Caew Leadex BUT R.E. Ousfey
daaws o bead on a 2% X 4" i
the Red Cacss butid«ﬂj while
other membeas of his caew

work in the background.

condifioning Ays-

----IIIIIIIIIlllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllllllllIIIlIIIIIII-iiiii--i-.-.-!L




PAGE B

CAMP HASXINS NORTH, DANANG, RVN

GETTING

SHORT !

No reveille was sounded on
this morning as the men of
MCB-53 celebrated the batta-
lion's recommissioning and
mid-deployment on June 30.
There also wasn't any of the
usual "Hey bud, wake up or
you'll miss muster®™ and the
radios weren't blaring
"Gooocooooocood Morrrrrning
Vietnam|*®

At 10:00 A.M. the beach
was cpened and swimming was
permitted in the DaNang Bay.
A nicer day there hasn't
been as the sun was shining
and the bay was as calm as
could be.

At 2:00 P.M. the Enlisted
Men's Club was packed as
"The Girls and Boys," a
Special Services show, en-
tertained the men of MCB-53.
Without a doubt the best
show the battalion has had
to date, "The Girls and
Boys"™ had that little some-

thing extra going for them
basides their fine musical
talents. That little some-
thing extra being a beauti-
ful Korean dancer by the
name of Gigi.

During the EM Club's oper-
ation, door prizes that av-
eraged around $25 apiece
were distributed to MCB-53
personnel every fifteen min-
utes.

Once the show was over an
outdoor cookout got underway
and steaks were cooked over
an copen grill. There was al-
so plenty of spare ribs,
chicken, potato salad, and
cole slaw on hand.

After eating, the men
drifted off in different

directions as a very enjoy-
able and relaxing day passed
the boards. Tomorrow would
bring another day of hard
work , but it would also
ring them another day clos-
er to returning home.

AUGUST 1969

The EM CEub Jusl paiokx Lo the
ces show "The Gixls ard Bows”

Enjoying <he show ard AL
MCB-53 sitting on the Asty-¥uce

A ¢ ] 5 ’ x
Eugim:“zﬁgzngz 5E05bg£€ relieved these MCB-53 Seabees of what '
¥ ha ullt up du-“.{'ng thein ddg 055. g ity "The Gints S5 Bf-‘yé._
sounds dunring Lthe show &R

NCE-
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kvt

pokoul as seem from ome
¢ Aecunity bunkeny.

Glgi "fust doing her o

The EN Club jusf paden Lo the staxt of the Special Seavi- thingl"®
ced show "The Gials and Boys”

_'

.

am
i

Enfowing the show and Atitcihmenfs are these mem {rom
MCE-53 sitting on the Acey-Tucey adde of the EM CLub.

Steaks ase passed ouf as the cookout gesfs undeaway.

"The Gints and Beys" £8% Looke om uome good Awenican Th sas also
dounds during the show LA MCR-53'y EM Ceub, ; ”::: ::::;f:;

a variely of other dellcious fagars Lon the
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The asphatt plant in operation.

Vinh Dai

PAVING

THE

MCB-51"g detachment to rejects all oversized mater-
Vinh Dai is turning out fal. The material n con-
clese to 140 tong of as- =aista ef fine aggregate,
phaltic concrete poer hour coarse aggregate, coarse
since the construction of an sand, and fine sand.
asphalt plant at their canmp.

It took 11 men, consisting The four separate aggre-
of 3 UTs and 8 EOs, two gates are transferred from
weeks to put the plant toge- the vibrating screen into
ther. "It was like a gliant their own bins before pass-
Crossword puzzle,® said U2 ing into the calibrated
Harry Doyle, “we had all the gates. These gates meter tha
Pieces and all we had to do different aggregates into
was put them into place.” the exact amounts necessary.

When operating, the plant Then they are sant through
receives three types of ag- another hot elevator on to
gregates (coarse, intermed{- the mixer. The mixer adds

-

atae, and fine) through it's the liquid asphalt to the

cold bin feeders. The aggre- aggregates. With this entire
gate is then sent through procedure completed, the as-
different gateas into the phaltic concrete is dropped
cold elevator. The cold ele- into dump trucks and carried
vator carries it into the to the paving crew.

dryer, which removes all

moisture and heats it to 350 EOl George Tallman, who is
degrees Fahrenheit. It is 4n charge of the 11 man as-

then passed on to the hot Phalt plant crew, in coa-

EQ? Richaxrd Reda pulls the Levex elevator which in turn takes Mmenting on the construction
Lhat neleases the asphals into the aggregate to the vibrat- ©f the plant itgels said,
dump tauecks below, ing screen, This Bcreen "For never having had any

sorts the three types of ag- 3 oL  this type
gfegate into four types and terrific job,.*®
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semble are (L-2) UTT H.J. Doyle, UTZ F. Gkeb k.,
and UT? L.R.Jackson.

' - ' : |
Posing besdde the asphall plant they helped Lo ad- '

Eod Michael Femnmema (Leff)and EOCN Pen-
piy Casick steady an asphall baxxel be-
{one puttimg it 4in the plant's meltex.

EQf N.R. Taxdiff zeads one
of the mary gauges af <the
Vinh Dai adphalt plant

WAY

*LAOS OR BUST

The paving crew, under J.
D. Loughridge, is scheduled
to reach Vandergrift, a huge
Marine installation approxi=-
=ately 20 miles west south-
wast of Dong Ha, before MCB-
5] returns to the Continent-
al United States. As of 21
July, they had paved from a
nile cutside of Dong Ha to
bridge 9-12, which im ap-
proximately six miles from
their objective. They are
also wscheduled to pave a
two-mile stretch around the
Dong Ha Combat Basme.

Making the travelling
faster and more comfortable
are not the only reasons
these Seabees are grinding
out mile after mile of paved
road. Unlike the dirt road,

he asphalt plant crew [back row, £-x) EO3 Richard Bacheldex

r H - r - B
the asphaltic concrete makeos uTe F.Cxeb Jr., CEf R.D. Tansley, EOCN Demnis Casick, EQI Geoxae
it very difficult for "Char- . rrman. EOf C.N. Huttom: [4ront xow, L-a) EO03 Michael Fennema,
lia™ to Plﬂ-ﬂt his mines and EQS Steve Hatheock, EDS Philip :L‘:C. s civilianm engincer, £0%

N.E.

have thes go unnoticed. Tardidi, EO? Richard Reda.

"
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Civic Action at Mai Loc

“TASTE BUDS” AID INNOCULATION

—

o~

A "sweet tooth® helped to
innoculate over 2,000 Mont-
agnard villagers recently
for smallpox at Mai Loc, a
village located 9 miles
from the Demilitarized Zone
in South Vietnam.

After the first hal? hour
had passed and only a few
of the Montagnards had re-
coived their shots, it was
apparent that the main job
was going to be getting re-
cipients of the vaccina,
not the actual inncculation
itself. This roblem had
been anticipated by the
MED-CAP team and a large
store of candy was set a-
side with the sole purpose
of coaxing the villagers
into receiving their shots.
Fortunately the sweet tooth
overcama the fear and thae
project was completed in
the allotted time.

Their curiousity getting the bettex of them, these Momtagmard
Women and children Zeave theis Auts Lo watech the MED-CAP Lean
W LL sety up for the Lrnnoculation,

The combined effort of vne missionary, four Chap-
USN MCB-53, USN MCB-8, 58 lains, one Dentist, one Vi-
Army Transportation Com- otnamese nurse, and oight
pany, the 80th Army General Hospital Corpsmen.
Support Group, and the Little time was wasted
Christian Missionary Alli- on the morning tha helicop-
ance made the project poss- tors arrived at the small
ible. Working through their dirt airfield adjacent to
Civic Action Programs, the the Spaecial Forces camp.
Chaplains from the respect- The trucks picked up the
AVe units gathered approxi- team and brought them to
matoly 6,000 pounds of mat- the village that was Just
erials to be distributed at below the airfield and fac-
Mai Loc, as well as the va- ilities were set up for a
¢cine that was to be used, mass innoculation. The vil-
On the morning of July 2, lage's only school house
1969, two trucks departed was chosen as the center of
MCB=-51's Camp Haskinm North oparation. Montagnards of
;gtf:ianghiizgfil:ith E:::E all 4ges gathered around
= . L the achool but only a fow
houra and 120 miles later were receiving shota. Most
= thay arrived at the Special were Jjust curiousm as to
L Forces camp at Mai Loc and what was going on and not
Returning aftexr a monp- arrangements were made for too enthused with the {dea
LRg 4n  Lhe flelds, this the following morning when of having their arms pierc-
Momtagnard woman casties two helicoptors would ar- ed by a little needle, Scon
the Load of wood she rive carrying the MED-CAP the candy was brought out
chopped. team. The team consisted of and, although it Bay appear
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-

LT R.W. Butlin (Lcdt]), MCB-53's dentlst, {imnocu-
Lates & amall ho? fox smallpox ad LT I. 0. Cantee
{cemtex), MCB-53's Chaplain, and 071 L., E. MeCul-
Lougk Look onm.

Stopping Lo see what's goimg on, these Mor-
tagnaxd women axe on thedr way Lo the {ields
a littla undnrhnndmj, i Lo 9#:-’1:'{ wood.
one deaired candy he had to

receive his shot first. things turned out, but I

Le Thi Phuong Dung, a Vi- hope we will have the op-
etnamese nurse with the pertunity to return to Mal
Spocial Forces, and Nguyen Loc again in the near fut-
Thi Thanh Van, a Vietnamese ure for there is still a-
nurse with MCB-53's Civie lot of work to be done.
Action Program, aided in Their medical needs are
interproting as woell as ad- many, and such a ministry
ninistering shots. Both of concern is bound to help
were very helpful in per- them in every way. It gives
suading the children, who one a good feeling to know
were all for receiving the that he has done something
candy, to participate in in a concrete way to help

anothaer human being. All

the rest of the program.

While the innoculation
was in progress, the trucks
were unleoaded and approxi-
mately 1500 pounds of toys,
2000 pounds of cement, 1400
pounds of miscellaneous
building materials, and 100
pounds of clothing warae
distributed.

those who took part in our Van, MCB-53's Vielnamede murse,
mission to Mal Loc have a v inatesd a pipe-smoking woman
great deal to be proud of." Lo mallpox,

Afs the MED-CAP camo to a
close, the trucks returned
to the Special Forces camp
and tha team was airlifted
back to DaNang. The trucks
then went on to Vinh Dai
where they spent the night
Sefore returning to Dadang
the next day.

Khen LT 1Ira ©O. Carteo
from Augusta, Georgia, the
Chaplain in charge of MCB-
53'a cCivic Action Program,
wag asked if he was satis-
fied with what was accom-
Plished at Mai Loc he said,
"It's a good start and I'm
very pleased with the way And hexe we have "5

aetuaning to PaNang.

geant Rock's fiast platoom™priea to
tually {t's Lhe Civie Action Leam,
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the security force

HOLDING DOWN THE FORT

b

Though often inconspicu- the S-2 office and are as- (o
ous, the MCB-53 security signed to wvarious Jobs a-
force, directed by ENS John round the camp for the morn-
Heinstadt, has one of the ing. Any sleop the men mis-
most vital jobs in the bat- .3 g picked up in the af-
talion--keeping Charlie and ternoon.
his little annoyances out- Security also briefs all
side the barbed wire. convoys leaving the DaNang

To do th the bat oA
maintains ai:ulloti;¢t?ii§: arca. All persons riding in EACN E.J. "Buteh™ Gheen drom Poxt-
of 71 men at its two main the trucks are required to (fand, Maine, anmiwers a bunkea check
camps. Thirty-nine men sup- wear flak Jjackets and hel- {som the Command Post durding a day-
ply the watchful eyes for mots and carry two ?ngdo- Lim¢ watck at Bunkex 5.

Che i malbmkers, e e of Molf mmmaition
- I i P 8 mus
mortar pit and the listen- Bé properly sandbagged,

in at at Cam Haskins :
North: And at Vinh Dai, the CAfFY extra gasoline and

jects as the rebuilding of
Camp Monahan, a Marine camp
leveled by an amso dump ex-

ttalion's water and have an adequate et 1
it et south o cha'ma:  tuboly OF red pop-Dlares, 1¢  Plowion  Security | Crms
32 men under the supervigion PO38ible, a radio is also huts as well as aided the

taken along.
The battalion has a high
degroe of military experi-

salvage crews in clearing

of platoon leader BUZ R.D.
the wreckage.

Samson keep watch from the

: :
e o R . SRttt ot eckasarai 3 0 sasition, he men o
and the Vinh Dai units are small jcucnovar. ln personnel iy et ¢ % Mo
equipped to direct artillery {rom last deployment. Last Fre pzntolhrango_?uxt <5
ROA Y PRt lkes M Ge1) an year MCB-53 weathered the the beach, where GY/SGT A.
call in MEDEVACS. Tet Offensive, and, from its varrasco, USMC, the battal-
Sleeping is a rather bro- Main lcwmp | in _East Dalang, RLErES T (el geny il
ken affair for the men. Two Tan convoys din support of %tructﬁ Ee men and supet-
men in each bunker remain a- Jetachments at Holi An, Nam vises practice sessions.
kSR Le he AR e e Hoa, Dong Ha and Ca Lu. Presently, :uo engineering
take their turn at sleeping. But maintaining security gy sy, S il
Just to make sure no one is not the only job the men Sreala and "EACH: 'C.W. Gul-
dozes BULl R.T. Flockton and d0. Since most of the men on lickson, are cooperating
UT1 J.E. Daniels, who alter- the force have Seabee rates, ¥1th the Chaplain's cCivic
e AN Eerdeant ot tha ENS Heinstadt tries to give action Assistant in working
Guard, andEA2Z A. G. Berube them as much construction out plans for a pig farm in
and UT2 F.P. Pappas, who al- experionce as possible. :;E village of Hoa Khanh.
ternate as Corporal of the Presently the men are re- N [Ls plans are complete,
Guard, make f:‘uquent bunker pairing and ruin!grcing thio l.t;t::ri;'::-' Tbuildﬂr.—. will work
checks from the Cosmand perimeter wire along the :ntth: :utiuin&mfau la%?rfrs
pg:t, beach. But thoy have worked of tha farnu @hBL?:i;r?:tcif
At 0730 the men muster at on such construction pro- pected to boost the local e-
) . conomy considerably since
gf ﬁjigﬁ Fi::f: pork is one of the staple
night gorx the T ke
morfay crgw,
Holding {llumi- SLLLL smdling affer a night on the peaimefen, Lhe Camp
Aafion mpatars Haskins Noath Security foxce poses Lor a plefune alten
axe BU? R. M. the moxning musfex, ' =
Boudseau (knee-
Ling, feit)
grom  Lleomimact-
K, Massachu

setls, EOCN W,
Manley latand-
ingl dxem Cin-
clnnati, Ohio,
and S . J. F.
Contea lxom
SCxealex, 108,
CN MW, Themp-
40n wWald abient
when the ple-
fure was ftakenm.

e b Ll s T .
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It’s the man
from MARS

Lonely for someone back
home? See the man from MARS.
With luck he can have you
talking with the person you
migs in a matter of minutes.

Tha MARS man for MCB-31]
Seaboes is EM2 Jack L. Meyer
and he really isn't from a-
nother planet . He'sm in
charge of the Military Af-
filiate Radio System station
and has three assistants to
help him in his main job of
transaitting short wave
phone calls to the United
States.

To do this thes station es-
tablishes a radio "patch®
with one of three ham ata-

tions in the United States,
and the stateside operator
arranges a telephone hookup

with the person being cal-
led. The lonely serviceman
ig allowed to talk for threso
to five minutes and only has
to pay the phone charges.

0f course, with all those
paople listening in, the
caller tends to be a little
salf-conscious, wpays FPotlty
pfficer Meyer, but after a
fow calls he begina to lome
his inhibitions.

Arranging short wave phono
ealls is not all that the
gtation does. It also sonds
HﬁRﬂ-GRﬂﬂﬁh'himilﬂr to tele-
gramg--free of charge.
Though there i@ 21O spacific
word limit, the messages are
generally kept ahort.

An especially important
function of the station is

RV
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BUCN J.K., Piftkimgton |(stamdimg] and BUJ N.L.
Stants sef up a radio patck with an operatlor
in the United States

backing up other =eana of
communication in times of e-
mergency ©F overload. As a

rule this only occurs in
times of heavy activity in
the area, and so far this
deployrment the gtation has
not been needed for that
purpose.

Though the MARS station is
located in MCB-53's camp and
{s operated mainly by NCB-51
personnel, it 1is also open
for use by men from MCB-8,
10th MCR, and 3rd NCB on a
firat come first serve bas-
is. The phone hookups are
pade three times a day. In
the early morning the MARS
man connects with a Davis-
ville operator, in the af-
ternoon with a Hawail opera-
tor and at night with a Cal-
{fornia operator.

Petty Officer Meyer Bsays
the atation makes about 350
patches a month, though cer-
tain weather conditions of-
ten lower the number. BExcep-
tionally high heat and hum—
{dity create a lot of static
alectricity in the air which
then "builds up on the an-
tonna and discharges info
the radic,® says Petty Offi-
cer Mayer.

The three operators in ad-
dition to Petty Officer
Mayer are BUCHN J.K. Pilking-
ton, BUJ N.L. Stants and CM]
Bill Fitzgerald. Fit:gerald
is from MCB- B.

-

3 P.A, WNation calls home
om the sound proof aoom at

ix
Lhe MARS sfaldionm,
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VISITORS AT SOC TRANG

VADM E.R. Tumwall , Jx.
(middie], Commanden
Naval Foxces Vietnam,
and RADM J.G. Dillen
(Ledt), Commandex 3ad
Naval Consfruction
Brigade, Listen as BUZ
F.W. MeCoy {rom Grand
Junefion, Cofoaado,
explaind one of Seabee
Team 5301's projects.
The photograph was ta-
ken duning VADN Zum-
walt's recent visgit fo
Lhe ZLeam sife al Soc
Thang.
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